
Respect ~ Perseverance ~ Growth 

 

Principal Matters by Mark Watson 

 
“In Concert” 

On Monday evening this week, students from our school choir performed at 
In Concert, held at the Sydney Town Hall. They joined with students from 
30 other high schools from across NSW to form the Combined Secondary 
Choir for the concert. In addition to the combined choir, the program includ-
ed performances from the NSW Public Schools Symphony Orchestra, the 
NSW Public School Singers, the NSW Public Schools Jazz Orchestra, the NSW Pubic 
Schools Symphonic Wind Ensemble and special guest artist Casey Donovan. Casey Do-
novan was the youngest ever winner of Australian Idol. She won the competition when she 
was 16 years old. This is the sixth year we have been part of the combined choir at In 

Concert. In 2014, eight students from the school participated, this year we had over 30 participants. Thanks to Ms Haw-
kins and Ms Lovell for their organisation on Monday evening and all their rehearsals with our students in the months 
leading up to the show. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Silver and Bronze Walks 
The recent run of fine weather has provided ideal conditions for our Duke of Edinburgh students undertaking 
their adventurous journeys. Last week, 25 Year 10 students walked from Hornsby Station to Cowan Station over three 
days. This group is currently going for their silver award and this was the first of two walks they must complete to be 
eligible for the award. On Wednesday this week, 17 Year 9 students walked from Hornsby Station to Berowra Station 

over two days staying overnight at Crosslands. This group is going 
for their bronze award and also need to complete two walks to be 
eligible for the award. This was the first of the two walks. While the 
weather for our bronze walkers was pleasant, they did have to con-
tend with the smoke haze that settled over Sydney this week. Our 
students seeking their gold award will have their first walk week 1 of 
Term 3. Thanks to Ms Paterson for running Duke of Edinburgh and to 
the staff who have supported her on the recent walks. 
 

Students Coaching Students 
The first strategic direction in our school plan is “developing independent and motivated learners”. One program we 
have implemented to help us achieve this is growth coaching. Growth coaching is an approach that allows the person 
being coached to identify goals and next steps to take to achieve a desired outcome. The conversations are conducted 
in such a way so that stress can be avoided and wellbeing maximised. Many schools have been investigating coach-
ing, staff coaching staff and staff coaching students. We have been on this journey for some time and this year 
we decided to try something different and have trained students so they can coach other students. To date we have 
had approximately 30 Year 11 students trained and they are coaching approximately 60 Year 8 students. This month 
we are featured in the Growth Coaching International newsletter. Copy and paste the link below into your browser to 
read the story (we are the Australian example at the end of the article). Thanks to Ms Mercer for running the coaching 
program, her team of staff and to our student coaches. 
http://www.growthcoaching.com.au/articles-new/could-your-students-coach-other-students?country=au  
 
Chatswood Intensive English Centre 
We are not the only school with major infrastructure projects underway. The Chatswood Education Precinct redevelop-
ment is in response to the growth in local enrolments in both Chatswood Primary and Secondary schools. The Chats-
wood Intensive English Centre is on the current high school site and provides intensive English language instruction, 
orientation, welfare and settlement support to newly arrived secondary school age students. We already know and ben-
efit from the Intensive English Centre (IEC) with many of our students having graduated from their programs. As part of 
the redevelopment, the Chatswood Intensive English Centre will be relocated to a new permanent home. We have 
been selected as the site for the IEC, which will move from Chatswood to St Ives for the commencement of the 2020 
school year. Initially the IEC will occupy the demountables on the oval after C-Block has been refurbished. There will be 
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an infrastructure project to permanently house the IEC at St Ives High School. We can expect to benefit from the rich 
cultural and linguistic diversity from having an IEC on site, the increased transport links to facilitate the movement of stu-
dents to and from our school, student leadership and growth coaching opportunities from working with students in the 
IEC and a review of the existing educational facilities on our site. Much planning is still required with the transition. You 
can stay up-to-date with developments via the newsletter and information sessions that will be held. 
 
Building Update 
Meanwhile there are soon to be developments with our building projects. This weekend we will relocate from C-Block to 
the demountables. Removalists have been employed to move furniture and equipment on Saturday and Sunday. Clas-
ses will begin in the demoutables on Monday, perhaps initially with some unpacking after the move. There have also 
been developments on the stadium front with St Hilliers winning the contract to build the new facility. I expect to meet 
with the contractors next week.  We will submit plans for the Community Hub to Asset Management next week. The 
Community Hub will replace the music container next to the hall. This project is the result of a grant won by the P&C 
some years ago. 
 
Polling Station 
The use of the school by the Electoral Commission last Saturday as a polling station provided us with a wonderful oppor-
tunity to raise funds for various groups within our school community. The P&C ran a cake stall and raised $1130 for the 
programs they are running to support the school. The Matilda Musical team ran a bookstall and raised $1230 from the 
sale of donated books. The books that did not sell will be used as part of the set for the musical. The 2020 Japan tour 
group ran a BBQ and raised $1470 towards their overseas trip. A big thank you to all of he parents, students and staff 
who volunteered their time on Saturday to raise funds for these programs. 
 
Year 10 into 11 Subject Selection Evening - Save the date 
On Thursday 6 June, an information evening will be held for Year 10 parents at 7pm in the school hall – save the date. 
The evening will cover the subject offerings available for Year 11 2020, valid programs of study for the HSC and useful 
tips when choosing courses. We will look at the differences between the HSC and the ATAR. The evening will coincide 
with a number of sessions we will be running with Year 10 to assist them with their decision making for the HSC. 
 
Minimum Standards Testing 
2020 will be the first year HSC students will be required to reach minimum standards in numeracy and literacy to 
be eligible for the HSC. This applies to all students with some exceptions for students studying life skills courses and 
recently arrived students with a non-English speaking background. The majority of our Year 11 students have met these 
standards, many doing this when they sat their Year 9 NAPLAN tests. The option to meet these standards with NAPLAN 
tests was not available to our current Year 10 cohort. These students have to sit separate minimum standards tests and 
the first opportunity they will have to do these will be in the coming weeks. Students who are not successful will be able 
to sit tests again later this year. Students can attempt to meet the standards twice a year thereafter. We wish Year 10 all 
the best as they sit these minimum standards tests. 
 
NAPLAN 
It is now one week since the NAPLAN tests and there is still a lot of discussion in education circles about the problems 
with the online testing. We had opted for pen and paper tests so fortunately our students were not impacted by 
the technical problems last week. We are unsure what will happen with the testing next year in light of the issues last 
week. We will be watching with interest any developments or requirements surrounding the NAPLAN on-line testing. 
 
Reports Update 
Year 12 reports should now be available to Year 12 parents via the Sentral portal. If you are unable to access your 
child’s report, please contact the school so we can rectify the situation. Year 11 reports are currently being checked and 
I expect these will be available some time next week. 
 
Congratulations 
This week congratulations to Nicole C (Year 11). Nicole recently participated in 
the Australian School Softball Championships representing NSW.  NSW played 12 games 
and were undefeated. They beat South Australia in the semis 15-0 and Queensland in the 
grand final 5-2. 
 
Thank You 
This week has been National Volunteer Week. We would not be able to run the school without the support of all 
the people who volunteer their time and energy for us. Thank you. 
 
Best wishes 
Mark Watson 
Principal 
 

Reminders  … Information in newsletter for - 

 Multicultural Day - help needed with food stalls 

 2019/2020 Entertainment Book purchase on line or directly from the school office  
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MOCK TRIAL ROUND 3 
 

On Wednesday evening our students took part in Round 3 against St Augustine's at Brookvale. Both teams are well 
placed in the competition and, while it was a very high scoring round, we lost by a mere 7 points. The Magistrate com-
mended both teams saying they were the best teams she had seen this year, by a long way. This eased the de-
feat somewhat. Our team does get better and better, with some 'full marks' awarded in this round. Congratulations to the 
team for all their hard work - Alex L, Elizabeth H, Eva H, Blake C, Matthew V, Elaine Y and Caley G. And a big thanks to 
Mrs Bodley in helping us get to Brookvale on time! 
 
Gillian McGhee 
Economics Teacher 
Mock Trial Coordinator 
 
 
 

YEAR 7 ART INSTALLATION 
 

Year 7 have been studying the installation artist Anthony Gormley and they will also create a 
work based on this study, in the garden beds outside the school hall, started by last year's 
cohort. 40 clay heads have now been added by 7VA1 & 2...with another 160 to go. We love 
the characters created, showing we are all the same but different!! 
 
Patricia Gettens 
Head Teacher Creative Arts 
Gats  Coordinator 
Visual Arts Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MATHS COMPETITION NEWS 
 

Congratulations to the following Year 7 and Year 8 students who achieved a perfect score for Round 1 of the Australa-
sian Problem Solving Maths Olympiad (APSMO): 
Year 7:  Lucas C, Edward K and Yo Yo X 
Year 8: Kegan H, Bohua H and Namhee K 
 
Round 2 will be in Week 8.   
 
Sue Berger 
Mathematics Teacher 

For Years 11, 12 and Staff 

Tuesday 28 May 2019 
 

A school fundraiser for  
the Cancer Council  

will be held in the Hall.   

Entry - gold coin donation. 
 

Donations of baked goods for the 
event are welcome! 

Any queries to  
Lizika Year 12,  Abigail B and Niki P Year 11 
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‘FUN FRIDAYS’  
 
A new initiative was implemented last week called 'Fun Friday's'. 'Fun Friday's' was initiated by the 
Welfare Team to provide a stimulus that would promote multiple means for discussion from both 
teachers and students. The idea is that these informal conversations will strengthen rapport be-
tween students and teachers and also teachers to teachers. The feedback from both students and 
staff have been positive. It was great to see so many teachers in an array of 
hats with a smile on their faces.  
  
Michelle Nunura  
Head Teacher Welfare  
 
 
 

 

Year 7  

2019 Multicultural Day Poster Competition 
  

Year 7 traditionally decorate our school with posters for Multicultural day which 
is on Friday 14 June. This year the theme is Respect, Perseverance, Growth. 
  
Students have all been given a template and they can use any media…pencil,  
collage, computer designs pasted on etc. Consider colouring the borders and  
lettering as well. A copy has been emailed out and students could choose to  
create a digital design. 
  
Great Prizes for first,  second and third and 7 runners-up. 
  

DUE :  
Tuesday 11 June to the Creative Arts staffroom in D block or  

to the school office.   
Make sure you put your name on your entry. 

 

JOIN THE ST IVES HIGH SCHOOL 

SNOWSPORTS TEAM 
 
Do you love to ski as a family?  Can your children ski or snowboard?  Please consider joining our school snowsports 
team in the July school holidays this year. 
 
Northern NSW Regionals will be held in Perisher Valley this year.  The secondary school events are held on Tuesday 
July 9

th
, (Snowboard X), Wednesday 10

th
 (Snowboard GS), Thursday 11

th
 (Alpine Div 3 & Moguls Div 1 &2) Friday 12

th

(Moguls Div 3 and Skier X Div 1&2) and Saturday 13
th
 (Alpine Div 1&2 and Skier X Div 3).  Copy of the schedule 

is attached to this newsletter. 
 
Children compete against the clock individually against many other schools in divisions. 
Division 3 – Years 7 and 8 
Division 2 – Years 9 and 10 
Division 1– Years 11 and 12 
 
Applications to compete in the ski and snowboarding events will open in May. Save the dates and book your  
accommodation.  
 
Information is available on the website - http://www.nswinterschools.com.au/about-interschools 
Please contact Mr Kettels with any questions – michael.kettels@det.nsw.edu.au 

http://www.nswinterschools.com.au/about-interschools
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WELFARE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 

"Kindness can make a bad day good and  
a good day better". 

 

If everyone at St Ives High School fulfilled one act of kindness each 
day, imagine what a wonderful environment we would be learning 
in!  
 
I have set up a box in the front office to place nominations for acts 
of kindness nominating either staff or students. Please come down 
and fill out a green slip if a student has displayed kindness or a  
purple slip for a teacher.   
 
Each month 1 green and 1 purple slip will be drawn out of the box 
and a prize will be awarded to the selected student and teacher. 
The winners of the monthly 'Kindness Award' will be notified 
in Sentral daily notices.  The monthly winner will receive a $5  
canteen voucher. 
 
 

"If you can be anything, be kind" 
Michelle Nunura  
Head Teacher Welfare  
 

This month’s kindness winners  
 

NAMHEE  K (Year 8)  
“For always being the nicest 
and most kind person.” 
 
MRS  KARUNAKAR (Maths) 
“For helping us to understand 
our classwork, she is great 
at explaining things.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please see Ms Nunura  
to collect your voucher 

CAREERS UPDATES 
 
HSC AND CAREERS EXPO 2019 
Saturday 1 June and Sunday 2 June from 10am-3pm at Hordern Pavilion, Moore Park Sydney. 
Visit hscandcareers.com.au  There are many exhibitors and a seminar program. Cost is $10 online or $12 
at the door. 
 
Event Name : The University of Sydney - Faculty of Engineering and IT Year 11 & 12 Info Evening 
Date : 5 Jun 2019 
Time : 6pm-8pm 
Venue : Eastern Avenue Auditorium, Camperdown Campus, University of Sydney 
Cost : FREE 
Contact : FEIT Team : engineering.outreach@sydney.edu.au 
Event Description :  This will be an excellent opportunity for students interested to hear from and meet heads of school, 
faculty staff, current students and industry speakers. Students will discover our degree offerings, scholarships available, 
entry requirements and our embedded industry immersion/placement program.  
This event is suitable for parents and students. 
Registration essential 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/engineering-and-information-technologies-year-11-12-information-evening-tickets-
59096859297  
 
NS5 Careers Expo 2019 for Year 10-12 students at Chatswood HS 
The date for the 2019 Careers Expo will be Wednesday 3

 
July at Chatswood HS from 5.30-7.30pm. All major universi-

ties, TAFE and private colleges will have a table of representatives where you can ask questions and receive recent 
course and scholarship information.  
 

For more information on any of these or other careers matters visit the Careers Adviser or  
email Mr Holmes at neil.holmes@det.nsw.edu.au or call the school on 9144 1689 ext 116. 

 
Visit my free careers website at http://www.careeradvicensw.com to view career videos, take career tests,  

view subject selection resources, links to all universities on bonus points, scholarships, elite athletes schemes,  
alternate entry to university, the job market, SRS and more.  

http://www.hscandcareers.com.au
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/engineering-and-information-technologies-year-11-12-information-evening-tickets-59096859297
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/engineering-and-information-technologies-year-11-12-information-evening-tickets-59096859297
mailto:neil.holmes@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.careeradvicensw.com


Term 2 Week 4 Page 6 

 

 

 

 



Term 2 Week 4 Page 7 

 

 

 

 
 



Term 2 Week 4 Page 8 

 

 

 

 



Term 2 Week 4 Page 9 

 

 

 

 
UNIFORM SHOP – NEW ORDERING PROCEDURES 

Message from the Uniform Shop Manager 
 
As I am sure most of you are aware, we have now launched our new platform for online ordering through  
Woocommmerce. This will replace the Flexischools platform.  The last day for making orders through Flexischools was 
Thursday 23 May.  You will be able to make future orders on line using the new platform. You can access this through 
the school website. 
 
Parents have access to closing their accounts online by following the below steps listed on our website. 
 
To close your account on the Flexischools app:    

1. Click on ‘Order now’ and log in to your Flexischools account 
2. Once logged in, go to ‘Help’ (bottom right of screen)  
3. Go to the ‘My Profile’ tab at the top 
4. Click on ‘Visit Desktop Site’ 
5. Select ‘Account Status’  
6. Click on 'Close Account’ 

 
To close your account on desktop:   

1. Log in to your Flexischools account  
2. Go to the ‘My Profile’ tab at the top 
3. Select ‘Account Status’  
4. Click on ‘Close Account’ 

 
If families have a Flexischools account with younger students at a public school also using Flexischools they do not 
need to close their account and refund the money as their balance is available to all students on the account. 
To remove their high school student they need to follow the below steps. 
 
To remove a student on the Flexischools app:  

1. Click on ‘Order now’ and log in to your Flexischools account 
2. Go to ‘Help’ (bottom right of screen) 
3. Click on ‘Visit Desktop Site’ 
4. Click on ‘Home’ 
5. Under your students name, select ‘Remove Student’ 

 
To remove a student on desktop:   

1. Log in to your Flexischools account 
2. Click on ‘Home’ 
3. Under your students name, select ‘Remove Student’ 

 
 
Nicky Nelson 
SIHS Uniform Shop Manager 
 

St Ives High School Uniform Shop is open on 
Tuesdays 8.30am to 11.00am, Wednesdays 8.30am to 9.30 am, Thursdays 10.40 to 12.40pm,  

during term time only. 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 2019 
 

It’s time to start collecting your stickers and help us ‘earn’ new educational resources for our 
school. 
 

We have a collection box at the school office and at Woolworths St Ives. The program runs until Tuesday 
25 June 2019, so please tell your friends and neighbours that our school is collecting stickers.   

Thank you to Kerren Lumsden for assisting and for more information send me an 
email at: president@stivespandc.com 
 
Thank you. 
Libby Cameron, P&C President 
 

mailto:president@stivespandc.com
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INVITATION FROM HORNSBY GANG SHOW 
 
 
Our local Sydney North Region Scouts and Guides have their annual show back on for 2019 
which is held every July school holidays at Barker College in Leslie Hall. 
  
There are many cast members who are from our local primary and high schools and we would 

like to extend this to further to music students of your school by offering positions to the students into the Hornsby 
Gang Show Orchestra. 
 
We are looking for the following to join us: 

 Drummer  

 Alto Saxophonist  

 Tenor saxophonist  

 Baritone Saxophonist  

 Guitarist (Electric and Acoustic) 

 Trombonist.  
 
We would love to give the opportunity for the music students to play and rehearse with us.     
Hornsby Gang Show appreciates all your wonderful support and of course the talent of your students who are in 
this year's show not only on stage but in the orchestra as well.  
 
Please feel free to contact our Musical Director Yvonne on the below details if you require any further information 
about this invitation. 
 
Yvonne M Barton-Leach - Music Director - musicaldirector@gangshow.com 
 
 
Amanda Muxlow 
Group Leader / General Manager  
Hornsby Gang Show 

mailto:musicaldirector@gangshow.com
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