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Literacy at St Ives High School: Our Aim 
 
Literacy skills are essential for young people to demonstrate their ideas and understanding in school and to excel in 
their future lives. To support the literacy skills of our students, St Ives High School has a dedicated literacy team as 
well as highly qualified teachers who are committed to explicitly teach literacy across all areas of the curriculum.  Our 
aim is to empower students in their reading, comprehension, use of complex vocabulary, writing and speaking. 
Together, we aim to meet the needs of all young people in our school community, with a special focus on: 
 

• Year 7 – 9 students who can demonstrate their skills by achieving a Band 8 or above in NAPLAN 
• Year 10 students who need to achieve at the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF) Level 3 and  
• Senior students who require literacy skills for tertiary study, the workplace and life beyond school. 

 
If you would like to contact a member of the literacy team, feel free to email: 
 
Mrs Nathalie Bodley (Deputy Principal) nathalie.bodley@det.nsw.edu.au 
Ms Rebecca Smith (HT English) rebecca.smith65@det.nsw.edu.au  
Mrs Peta Regan (Year Advisor and EAL/D specialist) peta.regan@det.nsw.edu.au  
 
 
 
Literacy at St Ives High School: Our Standards 
 
Literacy skills are part of Stage 4 and 5 syllabus requirements in all subjects. As such, students should expect to 
produce a high standard of writing in all of their subjects, both in their books and on computer. Students should 
maintain well-organised books and  desk tops  and should expect for teachers to examine their work. If their 
handwriting,  bookwork or desktop is messy and disorganised, students should expect to rewrite or re-organise 
their work. If books are torn or not up to a high standard, students will be asked to remedy the situation.  
 
All students should use: 

• correct capital letters (particularly in "I") and correct placing of full stops, commas and other punctuation 
• correct spelling 
• correct grammar 
• a variety of sentences ( inc luding  simple, compound and complex sentences) 
• subject-specific jargon and metalanguage  

 
Jargon refers to key words and concepts in various subject areas across the school. Metalanguage refers to the words that 
we use to describe language. Correct, detailed and precise language showcases a student’s understanding of key ideas. 
When students understand metalanguage and use correct jargon, their writing is much more precise, detailed and 
accurate. Students also have time to include more points or evidence in their  writing because they are not 
floundering around in generalisations. 

 
As well as class tasks and homework, a range of assessment tasks across all KLAs will include extended responses. 
Students are expected to draft, edit and polish their writing as well as to seek feedback on their writing from a range of 
sources (including peers, parents and other family members). 
 
 
 

Literacy Programs at St Ives High School 
 
There are a number of different programs to support students’ literacy skills at SIHS. These include: 
 

• The Quicksmart program: QuickSmart is an academic skills program aimed at middle years students who 
need some extra help with their literacy skills. It was developed by academics from the University of New 
England and is run in lesson time through the school’s Learning Support department. For more information, 
students should see Mr Moller in the Learning Support staffroom. 

• The SIHS Writing Centre: This is a morning program designed for both EAL/D students, parents and 
mainstream students. The program focuses on sentence structure and grammar and is helpful for students who 



would like to improve their writing skills. Students don’t need to book to be part of this program; they can 
simply turn up on a morning of their choice. For more information, students should see Miss Abraham in the 
English staffroom. 

• Beyond the Bell: This is a ‘homework help’ program which runs after school. For more information, students 
should see Mrs Nunura in the front office. 

 
 
 
Literacy Resources 
 
The following resources may be helpful for students who are aiming to improve their writing skills. 
 
 
 
Sentence Structure 
 
A sentence is a set of words that is complete and makes sense. A sentence will usually contain a noun and a verb. It 
may also include words that describe the nouns (adjectives) and words that describe the verb (adverbs). Sentences can 
be Simple, Compound or Complex. 
 
Simple sentence: Includes a single main clause and expresses a complete thought. It has a subject and a verb and may 
also have an object, for example: 'Mary is beautiful.', 'The ground shook.', 'Take a seat.' 
 
Compound sentence: Contains two or more clauses that are linked, for example: 'We went to the movies and we 
bought an ice-cream.' 
 
Complex sentence: Contains a main (or independent) clause and one or more subordinate (or dependent) clauses. The 
parts of the sentences are joined together through words such as when, while and before (subordinating conjunctions). 
For example: 'We all went outside when the sun came out.', 'Because I am reading a long book, my time is limited.' 
 
High level writing includes the sophisticated use of a range 
of sentence types for effect. Students are able to enhance 
their writing by understanding how sentences are structured 
and using different types of sentences.  
 
For more information and suggested literacy strategies from 
the Department of Education, visit: 
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/student-
assessment/smart-teaching-strategies/literacy/language-
conventions/sentence-structure 
 
 
 
Extended Writing 
 
At school, students will need to write in a variety of text 
types. One common type of text that they will need to write 
is a persuasive response, or essay. 
 
To help students begin to write in a sophisticated manner at 
SIHS, Year 7s receive very specific instructions and writing 
scaffolds in class. As time progresses, students are 
encouraged to become more independent in their writing and 
these structures become less rigid. Older students are 
encouraged to develop their own ideas and to clearly 
articulate their unique points of view in their writing. The 
conventions of writing in different subject areas will also 
become more specific as students start to write in the style of 
texts specific to their areas of interest and future careers. 



As such, Stage 4 students will receive a variety of ‘PEEL’ essay scaffolds across different KLAs. These may look 
different and focus on different kinds of questions, however the PEEL acronym for paragraphs (‘point’, ‘evidence’, 
‘explanation’ and ‘link’) will remain the same. An example of such a scaffold – commonly used with Year 7 and 8 – 
appears on the following pages. 
 
Stage 5 students will build upon these skills by starting to tailor their writing to different subject areas. Throughout 
Year 9 and 10, students will participate in subject-specific ALARM planning. This is a process that helps students to 
clarify their own ideas and points of view on a given topic. Students will also receive a range of subject-specific essay 
scaffolds to aid them in the writing process. Acronyms may change from the initial generic ‘PEEL’ scaffold 
(depending on the needs of KLAs and the demands of their subject-specific pieces of writing). For example, ‘PETAL’ 
may be used in English, ‘PEDAL’ or ‘PESAL’ in HSIE, and so on. 
 
By Stage 6, most students will start to move beyond essay scaffolds. Most will now be doing their own research and 
finding model (or example) essays to give them ideas for both content and text structure. Nevertheless, less confident 
students may still find ALARM and/or structured scaffolds helpful to get started in their writing. Senior students, in 
particular, are encouraged to seek feedback on their writing so as to constantly develop and improve the quality of 
their work. 
 
 

  



Sample	Stage	4	Essay	Scaffold	1	
	

Essay	Plan	
	

Essay	Question:	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

Key	words	in	the	question:	

Key	words	 Synonyms		

(Words	that	have	the	same	meaning)	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Thesis	(Your	main	argument	–	it	should	contain	your	point	of	view	about	the	question	–	i.e.	whether	

you	agree	or	disagree.	Use	the	synonyms	above	in	your	thesis):	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

Points	(These	will	prove	your	thesis)	

	

1. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

3. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

	



Draft	Essay	
Introduction	
Thesis:	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	1:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	2:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	3:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Link	back	to	the	question:	_______________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Main	Body	Paragraphs	
Main	Body	Paragraph	1	

Point	(Outline	point	1):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Evidence:	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Explanation:	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	



Link	(Link	your	point	to	the	question):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Main	Body	Paragraph	2	

Point	(Outline	point	2):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Evidence:	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Explanation:	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Link	(Link	your	point	to	the	question):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Main	Body	Paragraph	3	

Point	(Outline	point	3):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Evidence:	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	



_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Explanation:	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

Link	(Link	your	point	to	the	question):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Conclusion		 	 	 	 	 (Reword	your	Introduction)	
	

Thesis:	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	1:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	2:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	3:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Link	back	to	the	question:	_______________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

Next	steps	

• EDIT	your	spelling,	grammar,	punctuation,	sentence	structure	and	vocabulary.	Make	sure	that	your	

work	is	detailed.	

• PUBLISH	a	final	copy	of	your	essay.	

 



Sample	Stage	4	Essay	Scaffold	2	

THE P.E.E.L. PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE    
 

Using the P.E.E.L. paragraph structure can help you sequence and organise your ideas. It can help 
eliminate irrelevant information and can be used to check that the question has been answered within every 
paragraph. 
 

 

• P- POINT= Make your point for that paragraph. 
• E- EVIDENCE and or EXAMPLES Support/back up your point (e.g. artworks, 

events, artists practice, quotes etc) 
• E- EXPLANATION= Here you explain how the evidence supports your point. (This 

can include breaking down the meaning of a quote/ artwork etc.). 
• L- LINK= Link this point to the next point in the following paragraph. 

SAMPLE PARAGRAPH 
Essay: Does art have to be viewed on gallery walls? 

A group of artists who have explored the necessity of the gallery space are the Guerrilla Girls, a group of 
anonymous artists, working in the post-feminist movement era. They challenged the idea of what could be 
displayed in a gallery, what was a worthy subject matter and whether only what is displayed in a gallery can 
be considered art. In their work Do Women Have to Get Naked to Get Into the Met Museum, 1989, they 
recreated Ingres’ Odalisque, putting the hallmark Guerrilla Girls gorilla mask over her head and in bold font 
wrote, “5% of artists in the modern art gallery section are women, but 85% of the nudes are female”. Their 
work was rejected by the gallery, but rather than giving up, the Guerrilla Girls rented out an advertising 
space and displayed their work to the public. This action challenged the authority of the gallery, it proved 
that a museum was not a necessity, that artists have other means of conveying their message and that 
through this; their audience can multiply ten fold. The rejection of their work from a gallery further reinforced 
their point, as  they explored the idea of bias towards women in the art world, and by putting their work on 
display in a public place, they proved that art could be seen by anyone, regardless of gender, race or 
class. The Guerrilla Girls are a strong example of artists proving that galleries are not essential in 
displaying works to an audience, and an audience does not have to be visitors in a museum.   (Year 10 
2012). 
                                                                      (POINT/ EVIDENCE/ EXPLANATION/ LINK) 

HOW CAN IT HELP? 
Firstly, try to use this structure as a guide to make sure you include these four things in each paragraph. To 
check that you have, use different coloured highlighters and highlight where you have: 
- Made a POINT 
- Provided EVIDENCE 
- EXPLAINED the evidence and how it supports your POINT 
- Made a LINK to the next POINT in the next paragraph.  
If you do not have four colours in your paragraph then you have missed something so make the necessary 
changes. This forces you to consider what you are trying to say and helps you to achieve it.  
	
  



Sample	Stage	5	ALARM	Chart	-	Blank	

	
Introduction	/	Conclusion	
		
Critical	Evaluation:	?		
	
Conceptualisation	of	the	question:	?		
	
	
Appreciation  

QUESTION:		
	

KEY	KNOWLEDGE	 DEEP	KNOWLEDGE	
Paragraph	
topic		
	

DESCRIBE	&		
EXPLAIN		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

2	
Elaborate		

	
_____________________	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

3	
_	__________________	

ANALYSE	(critically)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

4		
Analyse	

EVALUATE	
(Concluding	
sentence)	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

5	
Link	

EVALUATE	
	(Topic	
sentence)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

1	
POINT	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 	 	 	 Paragraph	
1	

	 	 	 	 	 Paragraph	
2	

	
	
	

	
	

	

	 	 	 	 Paragraph	
3		



Sample	Stage	5	ALARM	Chart	–	Geography	(PEDAL)	

	
	
Introduction	/	Conclusion	
		
Critical	Evaluation	:	Is	one	geographical	feature	more	significant	than	the	others?		
	
Conceptualisation	of	the	question:	Why	is	this	geographical	issue	so	important?		
	
	
Appreciation	:	How	does	this	geographical	issue	relate	to	my	life?	
	
	

	 	

QUESTION:		
	

KEY	KNOWLEDGE	 DEEP	KNOWLEDGE	

Paragraph	
topic		

(geographical	
feature	eg.	
geographical	
process,	
human	
practice,	

organisation	
or	strategy)	

DESCRIBE	&		
EXPLAIN		
	
What	is	
involved?	
What	is	
happening?	
Why	is	this	
happening?		
	
	
	
	
	

2	
Elaborate		

CASE	STUDIES		
	
What	is	an	
example	that	
demonstrates	
this	
geographical	
feature	(process	
/	strategy)	?	
	
	
	
	
	

3	
Data	

	

ANALYSE	(critically)	
	
What	are	the	positive	
implications/aspects	
of	this	process	/	
strategy?	For	whom?	
For	what?		
What	are	the	
negative	
implications/aspects	
of	this	process/	
strategy	?	For	whom?	
For	what?		
	

4		
Analyse	

EVALUATE	
(Concluding	
sentence)	

	
What	is	your	
overall	

judgement	about	
the	significance	

of			this	
geographical	

feature	(process	
/	strategy)?	

	
	

5	
Link	

EVALUATE	
	(Topic	
sentence)	

	
What	is	your	
overall	

judgement	
about	the	
significance	
of			this	

geographical	
feature	

(process	/	
strategy)?	

1	
POINT	

	
	

	
	

	 	 	 	 Paragraph	1		

	 	 	 	 	 Paragraph	2		

	
	

	
	

	 	 	 	 Paragraph	3		



Sample	Stage	5	Essay	Scaffold	-	English	
	

Essay	Plan	
	

Essay	Question:	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

Key	words	in	the	question:	

Key	words	 Synonyms		

(Words	that	have	the	same	meaning)	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Thesis	(Your	main	argument	–	it	should	contain	your	point	of	view	about	the	question	–	i.e.	whether	

you	agree	or	disagree.	Use	the	synonyms	above	in	your	thesis):	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

Points	(These	will	prove	your	thesis)	

	

1. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

3. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	

	



Draft	Essay	
Introduction	
Thesis:	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Texts	/	Composer	/	Year	of	composition:	______________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	1:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	2:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	3:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Link	back	to	the	question:	_______________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Main	Body	Paragraphs	
Main	Body	Paragraph	1	

Point	(Outline	point	1):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Explain	(Elaborate	on	point	1):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Technique	(Identify	5	literary	techniques	and	use	5	quotes):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Analysis	(Analyse	the	effect	of	the	techniques):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	



***	To	lengthen	you	paragraph	and	make	it	more	detailed,	repeat	the	Technique	and	Analysis	sections	

Link	(Link	your	point	to	the	question):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Main	Body	Paragraph	2	

Point	(Outline	point	2):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Explain	(Elaborate	on	point	2):		
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Technique	(Identify	5	literary	techniques	and	use	5	quotes):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Analysis	(Analyse	the	effect	of	the	techniques):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

***	To	lengthen	your	paragraph	and	make	it	more	detailed,	repeat	the	Technique	and	Analysis	

sections	

Link	(Link	your	point	to	the	question):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Main	Body	Paragraph	3	

Point	(Outline	point	3):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	



Explain	(Elaborate	on	point	3):		
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Technique	(Identify	5	literary	techniques	and	use	5	quotes):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Analysis	(Analyse	the	effect	of	the	technique):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

***	To	lengthen	your	paragraph	and	make	it	more	detailed,	repeat	the	Technique	and	Analysis	

sections	

Link	(Link	your	point	to	the	question):	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

Conclusion		 	 	 	 	 (Reword	your	Introduction)	
	

Thesis	/	Text	/	Composer:	______________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	1:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	2:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Point	3:	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Link	back	to	the	question:	______________________________________________________________________________________	

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

 

 

 



Student Writing Samples – Year 9 
 
The following pages show three Year 9 writing samples.  
 
These are taken from the NAPLAN persuasive writing test. The topic for this piece of persuasive writing was “Don’t 
waste it” and students had 40 minutes writing time.  
 
Year 9 NAPLAN Writing is marked in ten bands (with ten being the highest available band). The first script is marked 
as a Band 6, the second is a Band 8 and the third is a Band 10.  
 
The following table shows what skills markers were looking for when assessing students’ writing: 
 

Marking 
criterion 

Description of persuasive writing 
marking criterion 
 

Audience The writer’s capacity to orient, engage and persuade the reader 
 

Text structure The organisation of the structural components of a persuasive text (introduction, body and conclusion) 
into an appropriate and effective text structure 
 

Ideas The selection, relevance and elaboration of ideas for a persuasive argument 
 

Persuasive 
devices 

The use of a range of persuasive devices to enhance the writer’s position and persuade the reader 
 
 

Vocabulary The range and precision of contextually appropriate language choices 
 

Cohesion The control of multiple threads and relationships across the text, achieved through the use of grammatical 
elements (referring words, text connectives, conjunctions) and lexical elements (substitutions, repetitions, 
word associations) 
 

Paragraphing The segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists the reader to follow the line of argument 
 

Sentence 
structure 

The production of grammatically correct, structurally sound and meaningful sentences 
 
 

Punctuation The use of correct and appropriate punctuation to aid the reading of the text 
 

Spelling The accuracy of spelling and the difficulty of the words used 
 

 
Note the different features of each script that have lead to different grades.  
 



Audience: The 
student attempts to 
outline the topic 
for reader, but 
there are only 
minimal strategies 
to engage them in 
the topic. 

Text Structure:  The writing is broken up into an introduction, main body paragraphs and a 
conclusion, however each paragraph is quite brief and does not contain all of the components 
of a PEEL paragraph. 

Ideas:  ‘Time’ 
is quite a 
sophisticated 
concept to 
consider, 
however there 
needs to be 
more 
elaboration on 
this idea 
throughout the 
student’s 
writing. 

Persuasive 
devices: 
There are 
some 
persuasive 
devices 
used, e.g. 
words like 
‘very’ to 
exaggerate, 
and words 
like ‘you’ to 
persuade. 
The student 
needs a 
greater 
range of 
persuasive 
devices 
though. 

Vocabulary: This 
student has used some 
effective words, such as 
‘opinion’, ‘infinite’, and 
‘potential’. By simply 
writing more in the 
given time, this student 
could demonstrate this 
skill more effectively. 

Cohesion: 
There is 
some 
attempt to 
make the 
text clear for 
the reader 
and to make 
the ideas 
‘flow’, e.g. 
‘To start this 
off…’ and 
‘To 
conclude’. 
These 
statements 
could be 
used more 
consistently 
throughout 
the piece of 
writing. 

Paragraphs:  
The writing 
is broken up 
into 
paragraphs, 
however 
each 
paragraph is 
quite brief. 
The 
paragraphs 
could 
contain a 
stronger 
topic 
sentence. 
This way 
readers 
could easily 
understand 
what each 
paragraph 
was going to 
be about. 

Sentence Structure: While some phrases are a bit 
awkward, the text is mostly grammatically 
correct. Nevertheless, a larger range of sentences 
could be used to display flare in the student’s 
writing (e.g. a short simple sentence, followed by 
a long complex sentence that begins with a 
dependent clause). 



Punctuation: Capital letters, full stops, commas and apostrophes are used 
correctly. To fully demonstrate their skills, the student could use a greater range 
of punctuation, e.g. colons, semi-colons, speech marks, etc. 

Spelling: All words are spelt correctly. To fully demonstrate their skills, the 
student could use a greater range of difficult and challenging words. 



There are quite a few differences between the quality of the Band 6 script and this 
Band 8 script. See if you can identify what this student is doing effectively and 
what they can improve on. Look back over the descriptions in the marking criteria 
if you need an explanation or examples of each skill. 

Text 

structure: 

 

Ideas: 

 

Sentence structure: 

 Paragraphing 

 

Cohesion: 

 

Vocabulary: 

 

Persuasive 

devices: 

 

Audience: 

 



 

Punctuation: 

 

Spelling 

 



There are further differences between the initial Band 6 script and this Band 10 
script. See if you can identify what this student is doing effectively. 

Audience: 

 

Persuasive 

devices: 

 

Text 

structure: 

 

Ideas: 

 

Vocabulary: 

 

Cohesion: 

 



Paragraphing 

 

Sentence structure: 

 

Punctuation: 

 

Spelling: 

 



 



Student Writing Samples – Year 10 
 
From 2019, Year 10 students will need to sit an online literacy and numeracy test to demonstrate the skills 
that they will require for everyday life.  
 
The online tests are based on the Australian Core Skills Framework (ACSF) with students' results reported 
as a level of achievement from 1-4 (Level 1 reflects the most basic skills, while Level 4 is the highest level). 
Level 3 skills demonstrate a level of functional literacy and numeracy, so this is considered the ‘pass’ mark. 
 
The Reading Test is: 
 

• 45 multiple choice questions  
• Adaptive — meaning it tailors to a student's ability. Questions become harder or easier depending on 

whether a student is answering questions correctly or incorrectly. 
• Marked electronically according to the achievement level descriptions 

 
The Writing Test is:  
 

• One question based on a visual or text prompt with up to a 500 word-response 
• Marked according to achievement level descriptions. Criteria include:  
- relevance of writing to the topic  
- structure and sequence of ideas  
- control of language 

 
More information on the online tests is available at: 
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/hsc-minimum-standard/online-tests  
 
The following pages include student writing samples and an explanation of:  
 

• Why students were graded in the way they were 
• How the students could improve their writing 

  







 















 

Peer editing and providing feedback on students’ writing 
 
When students are drafting and editing their writing, it is often helpful for them to seek feedback on their 
work. The following feedback sheet may be helpful for students who wish to seek detailed feedback on their 
writing. 
	



Peer Editing Sheet 
 
The composition that I am marking has been written by: ____________________________________ 
 
Instructions: Please comment of how effective the following aspects of the composition are. Use quotes 
from the composition as examples. You should have three times as much positive feedback as constructive 
criticism. Go into detail to help your peers! 
 
Thesis and examination of higher order concepts:  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Points: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Essay structure and paragraphs: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Use of formal expression and vocabulary: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Sentence structure: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Spelling / grammar / punctuation: 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Marked by: ______________________________________      Date: ___________________________ 
 


